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FirstWave Financial’s 20th anniversary serving Brevard; CFP Chiesman longtime
community volunteer, her mother founded Genesis House; Shah Blood Drive set
By Ken Datzman

SATELLITE BEACH — FirstWave

Financial, led by founder, president, and

certified public accountant Tom Kirk, who

is surrounded by a team highly qualified in

various areas of finance at the practice, is

marking its 20th year of service to clients

in the region.

“We are very excited and grateful to

have served our clients and the community

for the past two decades,” said Certified

Financial Planner and WealthCoach Laura

Chiesman, who has been with the firm for

14 years and is vice president of client

services.

“And we are looking forward to the next

20 years, with our excellent team, to

continuing to help people we care about

create the lives they dream about.”

FirstWave Financial is a registered

investment–advisory firm that provides

integrated financial planning and wealth–

management services to a broad range of

clients.

Chiesman, a University of Central

Florida finance graduate, says FirstWave

Financial offers customized solutions for its

clients.

“What drives the FirstWave Financial

team is serving our clients at a very high

level. We really pride ourselves on service

and creating a plan that meets the goals

and the objectives of the client.”

Americans, particularly women and

young people, overwhelmingly experience

stress with it comes to thinking about

managing their finances, according to a

new survey released by the Certified

Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc.

Nearly nine in 10 of those surveyed (86

percent) feel stress when it comes to their

finances, with women (89 percent) and

younger respondents between the ages of

18–44 (91 percent) more likely to feel stress

about their finances. Older Americans are

the least likely age group to report financial

stress, with 78 percent of respondents age

65 or older reporting financial stress.

“By putting a plan in place and begin-

ning the process of saving, investing

appropriately, and knowing where you are

headed, you are much more likely to

navigate the path and reach your destina-

tion — your financial goals in life,” said

Chiesman.

The CFP Board survey found that

Americans clearly recognize ways for

successfully managing their financial

stress, with financial planning the top

solution. More than a quarter of respon-

dents report that having a financial plan

will help most in reducing their stress (27

percent), with younger respondents (ages

18–44) particularly confident in the value

of having a plan (35 percent).

“Our customized plans at FirstWave

Financial encompass the entire scope of

financial planning, and that includes

everything from reviewing a client’s

homeowners insurance coverage up

through their estate plan. We want them to

delegate the strategizing concerns of their

financial plan to us, and hold us account-

able. This is what we have been doing for

the last 20 years.”

A written financial plan helps keep the

focus on what is needed to achieve the

client’s dreams and goals. “With a well–

balanced plan in hand, going forward,

you’ll be confident that you and your family

will be taken care of from a financial

perspective,” said Chiesman, who is a

longtime community volunteer in the

region.

“Our whole team at FirstWave Finan-

cial is very committed to community

service,” she said.

Civic engagement in America has long

been an essential piece of building strong,

prosperous communities. And

businesspeople in general have been at the

center of this volunteerism, through their

involvement in nonprofit organizations and

other charitable entities.

Service to others is a priority for many

of them. Volunteering gives them the

opportunity to use their skills for the

common good.

Chiesman, who grew up in Brevard

County, learned early in life the impor-

tance of giving back to the community in

which she was raised. “It was hard–wired

in my DNA to be involved in the commu-

nity as a volunteer,” she said.

Her parents set the example. Her

mother, Mary Allen, founded Genesis

House Inc. 38 years ago in Melbourne to

provide transitional shelter for homeless

women and their children, long–term

housing for student mothers with children,

and shelter for homeless pregnant women.

Mary Allen is the current president of

the Genesis House Governing Board.

Chiesman is a board member as is her

brother, Michael Allen.

The organization, one of the longest

standing nonprofits in Brevard County, has

flourished. More than 14,000 women and

children have been housed over the years

at the three properties run by Genesis.

“Genesis House I” accommodates up to

six mothers with children who are home-

less or in transition. “Genesis House II” is

Certified Financial Planner and WealthCoach Laura Chiesman is vice president of client services for
FirstWave Financial in Satellite Beach. The investment–advisory firm is 20 years old in 2015.
Chiesman, a UCF finance graduate, has worked for the company for the last 14 years and has seen
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designed for homeless mothers, 18 years of

age and older, and their children. And

“Genesis House III” provides shelter for six

homeless, pregnant women. These

residents often move to Genesis House II

after delivery if they are enrolled in school.

“We have seen them graduate from college
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with their degrees,” said Chiesman, adding, that the

renovated houses were built in “either the late 1800s or

early 1900s. And they are debt–free homes.”

Mary Allen said in the Genesis House newsletter,

reflecting on her more than three decades of involvement

with the organization, “I am in awe of all the volunteers in

our community, from 1977 through the present, who have

stepped forward to help support and improve our three

beautiful shelter homes.”

She continued, “The volunteers have come from church

groups of all ages and from all faiths, civic groups, corpora-

tions, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, public and private

schools, and caring individuals. We also receive food from

the Postal and Boy Scout food drives. We have Webster

University graduate–school interns who volunteer to help

our residents. Over the years, volunteers have done

projects such as enlarging all three kitchens and making

two additional bedrooms from unused space. Volunteers

have renovated or improved every room in our three

houses.”

In the latest National and Community Service “Volun-

teering and Civic Life in America” research survey, people

ages 35 to 44 had the highest volunteer rate (31.3 percent)

followed by those age 45 to 54 (29.4 percent). One in five of

those defined as “millennials” volunteered. The group with

the highest median hours among volunteers are ages 65 to

74.

“We see volunteer service as an important part of our

role as we reach out in the community and help lift up

people in some way,” said Chiesman. “For instance, as a

team, FirstWave Financial will be hosting the seventh

annual Raj S. Shah Memorial Blood Drive. Joanne Regan

organizes the drive. The event is in honor of her late

husband.”

The Memorial Blood Drive will be conducted from

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 22, at FirstWave

Financial, 1300 U.S. Highway A1A. Donations will be

collected from the public by OneBlood, which serves area

hospitals.

Shah, a Satellite Beach resident, battled leukemia for

18 years. Regan organized the event to help other patients

“acquire the gift of life.” The Raj S. Shah Memorial Blood

Drive has collected more than 230 units of blood. The drive

is held in August to raise awareness of the critical sum-

mertime need for blood donations.

The Big Red Bus will be at FirstWave Financial that

day. Although walk–ins are invited, appointments to

donate blood are encouraged. Appointments can be made

at OneBloodonor.org. Donors are asked to eat before

donating blood. FirstWave Financial will provide snacks

and refreshments. “We host the event once a year and our

whole team participates,” said Chiesman. “We engage in

community service as a group.”

As part of its commitment to the community,

FirstWave Financial has provided a wide range of support

to organizations, including the Brevard Library Founda-

tion, Brevard Cultural Alliance, Brevard Neighborhood

Coalition, Canine Companions for Independence,

Children’s Home Society, Cancer Care Foundation, and

the Community Foundation for Brevard.

Chiesman herself is the president of the Oceanside

Charter Chapter of the American Business Women’s

Association. The Oceanside Charter Chapter was formed

in 1977 and is dedicated to enhancing “the lives of local

businesswomen.”

She has been in that position for the last two years. “I’m

in my last month of presidency of the ABWA Oceanside

Charter Chapter. It’s a very interesting organization in our

community. We have speakers every month at our

meetings and our fund–raising efforts focus on raising

money to fund scholarships,” said Chiesman.

Shipping Depot in Port St. John accepted into program
The Shipping Depot of Port St John, located at 728 West Ave., has been accepted into the UPS Authorized Shipping

Program. This gives Shipping Depot the full complement of services of UPS, FedEx Express and Ground, DHL Interna-

tional and the U.S. Postal Service. The Shipping Depot, which is celebrating its eighth year in business, offers packing

and shipping, mailbox rentals, notary, copier, scanner and e–mail services. The Shipping Depot is open six days a week

and offers Saturday FedEx Express pickup. The owners of the business are Cecilia Reid and Eric Jones.
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