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FirstWave Financial’s Laura Chiesman selected winner in 
the 2020 Enterprising Women of the Year Awards.  
 
The Prestigious Awards Program Recognizes World’s Top Women Entrepreneurs. 
Satellite Beach, FL, October 2020 – FirstWave Financial and Enterprising Women 
magazine, announce the selection of Laura Chiesman, CFP®, CDFA™ as a 
winner of the 2020 Enterprising Women of the Year Awards, an annual tribute to 
the world’s top women entrepreneurs. 
 
The Enterprising Women of the Year Awards is widely considered one of the most 
prestigious recognition programs for women business owners. To win, nominees 
must demonstrate that they have fast-growth businesses, actively support and 
mentor other women and girls involved in entrepreneurship, and stand out as 
leaders in their communities. Honorees, including Laura Chiesman, serve as 
leaders of key organizations that support the growth of women’s entrepreneurship.  
 
“The recipients of the 2020 Enterprising Women of the Year Awards represent an 
amazing group of women entrepreneurs from across the United States and as far 
away as Japan, India, Turkey, Kenya and the UAE,” said Monica Smiley, publisher 
and CEO of Enterprising Women magazine. “We are so proud to recognize their 
accomplishments as CEOs of fast-growth companies, community leaders, role 
models, and mentors to other women and girls.”  
 
Laura Chiesman is a Certified Financial Planner™ professional and Certified 
Divorce Financial Analyst®. As president and owner of FirstWave Financial, the 
Satellite Beach-based wealth management firm, she delivers individualized service 
to clients and leads her team to uphold the FirstWave philosophy of helping people 
create the life they dream about, providing increased WealthConfidence through 
wealth management, financial and retirement planning services created to meet 
the needs of each client family.  
 
“Considering all of the exceptional women entrepreneurs and leaders in our world 
who are forever changing the face of business for the better, I am truly honored by 
this award,” said Laura Chiesman. “While I am very proud of FirstWave Financial’s 
successes and the opportunities and challenges we have navigated over the 
years, my personal journey has included amazing team members and mentors 
who have inspired me, provided open doors and opportunities, and whom I have 



collaborated with over my years of service in the financial industry and our 
community.”  
 
Chiesman’s commitment to supporting the community extends beyond her work at 
FirstWave Financial, encompassing her active involvement with organizations that 
assist and elevate women and families.  
 
She is a governing board member of Genesis House, shelter for women and 
children. She serves on the Community Foundation for Brevard board, connecting 
the passions of philanthropists with the purposes of nonprofits doing that work.  
 
In 2019 Laura was the Campaign Chair for United Way of Brevard, supporting this 
great organization’s efforts in raising millions of dollars to fund the needs of 
hundreds of non-profit organizations and thousands of people. The projects she 
focuses on reflect her compassion and desire to educate and empower our 
community. She is also an active member of the American Business Woman’s 
Association Oceanside Charter Chapter and the Women Presidents’ Organization 
both connecting women professionals with development and growth resources and 
connections. Laura states, “These connections are very energizing and rewarding 
and I will continue to mentor and support women and families as they strive to 
achieve their goals and dreams.” 
  
Laura’s current passion is finishing up a new book she is co-authoring on the 
subject of family and privately owned business transitions, called It’s A Journey, to 
be released in 2021. In this new publication, Laura shares a unique step by step 
Relationships-First Approach to Business Transition. 
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About FirstWave Financial:  
FirstWave Financial is an independent wealth management firm, providing planning and advocacy 
for successful families and businesses. They are based in Satellite Beach, Florida. For more 
information, call 321-773-7773 or visit www.firstwavefinancial.com. 
  
 
About Enterprising Women Magazine:   
With readers in 185 countries, Enterprising Women magazine chronicles the growing political, 
economic and social influence, and power of entrepreneurial women. It is the nation's only woman-
owned magazine published exclusively for women business owners. Enterprising Women 
magazine, headquartered in Cary, NC. 
 
Enterprising Women’s review of Laura Chiesman and FirstWave was conducted between October 1, 2019 and January 1, 
2020, and the 2020 awards were published on January 6, 2020. Enterprising Women’s reviews were independently 
conducted and researched. Firms and their associates do not pay a fee to be named as award winners or to be considered 
for this award. This award was based, in part, upon consideration of various Firm attributes, including number of Firm 
employees, annual revenue levels and revenue growth rate, along with participation in local organizations and mentorship 
programs. This award was independently granted by Enterprising Women. Receipt of this award is not indicative of, nor a 

http://www.firstwavefinancial.com/


guarantee of, future investment success. This award should not be construed as an endorsement of FirstWave or Laura 

Chiesman by any client. 

 
 

 


