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By Ken Datzman

SATELLITE BEACH — National Football League

camps have opened, college teams have begun preseason

practice, and youth sports organizations in communities

across America are gearing up for the new season.

As far as the latter, Pop Warner represents the gold

standard in the world of youth sports.

More than 70 percent of active NFL players competed

in Pop Warner football programs as youth, according to the

NFL Players Association.

The nonprofit Pop Warner Little Scholars Inc., with

age–based divisions for competition, requires its partici-

pants to maintain academic standards in order to be a

team member. Since 1929, Pop Warner’s philosophy has

been that athletics and scholarship go hand–in–hand.

One of those Pop Warner teams that is looking forward

to the 2022 fall season is the Satellite Beach Seahawks,

which made it all the way to the national title game last

year before losing to a squad from Pennsylvania by five

points in the Pop Warner Super Bowl.

Former college football player Jamie Ostrander, a

“WealthCoach” with FirstWave Financial Inc., is the

Seahawks’ volunteer head coach for the Division II 12U

team.

“There are 5,000 teams nationally in 12U Pop Warner

competition and it came down to two squads for the

national title last year. We fell just a little short of winning

it all. The Satellite Beach Seahawks were the national

runner–up in the 2021 Pop Warner Super Bowl,” said

Ostrander.

In order to advance to the Pop Warner Super Bowl, a

team must win its respective league championship as well

as the regional championship.

“We had an incredible year — great team, great kids,

great coaching staff,” said Ostrander. “We went undefeated

during the regular season and were East Coast Conference

champions (East Coast of Florida). Entering regional play

we were 10–0. We went all the way to the regional

championship game and were given an at–large bid to

compete in the national tournament in Orlando. Entering

the national tournament we were 13–1.”

The Satellite Beach Seahawks organization is run

entirely by volunteers. Ostrander is on the board of

directors. He is the director of football operations.

“We have an outstanding board. Along with the

commissioner (Chris Braddock), everybody on the board is

actively involved in the organization. We even host a

combine. The events include a 40–yard dash, 20–yard

shuttle, broad jump, and pass routes. The kids are laser–

timed doing the events.”

The combine features various drills to showcase the

individual abilities of the players, much like the NFL

scouting combine that is held every February at Lucas Oil

Stadium in Indianapolis.

College football players perform physical and mental

tests in front of NFL coaches, general managers, and

scouts. “We do the combine on our home field. The kids

really enjoy it,” said Ostrander.

The 2021 Satellite Beach Seahawks 12U Pop Warner

Super Bowl team included: Joseph Colombo, Colston

Patterson, Paul Ostrander, Colton Brown, Connor Hogue,

WealthCoach Ostrander of FirstWave guides team to Pop Warner Super Bowl
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Eli LaPorta, Graham Lancaster, Trenton Estrada, Tristan

Tyson, Noah Corriveau, Adrian Garcia, Logan Regas,

Braxton Seibel, Yiorgos Xirouchakis, Levi Mumme, Trinity

Johnson, Brady Buchanan, Wesley McChrystal, Brody

Grennan, Noah Flores, Maddox Burr, Jayden Asan, Trey

Sauer, Houston Trew, Arturo Stanley, Anthony Romero,

Van Gaskins, Maui Mazza, Christopher Callahan, Dexter

Liddle, William Copeland, Henry Schook, Hunter Parnell,

Samuel Osborn, and Christopher Fudge.

“The keys to success for the Seahawks getting to the

Super Bowl game were attitude, effort, and preparation,”

said Ostrander. “That was the mantra for the Seahawks’

12U team last year. We are very process oriented.”

Ostrander is returning as the head coach for the

Division II 12U team this year. He spends about 15 hours

a week coaching the Seahawks.

The Satellite Beach Seahawks made it to the Pop Warner Super Bowl game last year at Camping World Stadium in Orlando. They
finished runner–up to the Downingtown Young Whippets, a team outside of Philadelphia. The final score was 25–20. The teams
competed in the Division II 12U bracket. Jamie Ostrander, center, a WealthCoach with First Wave Financial in Satellite Beach, is the
volunteer head coach of the Seahawks. He played football at Taylor University in Indiana. WealthCoach Laura Chiesman is president
and owner of the firm. Robert DeVries, right, is a WealthCoach at the firm.
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By Ken Datzman

The visibility of the Brevard Job Link
got a big boost in 2001.

The continuing contraction in the
economy, although a rebound is expected
in 2002, focused a much brighter light on
the importance of the organization and
its mission in the county.

The four full–service, one–stop career
centers in Brevard — from Palm Bay to
Titusville — handled significantly
increased traffic, even catering to people
who have never had a need to tap this
resource before.

“It’s been a great year in that we have
been able to get services out to people
quicker and more efficiently than ever
before,” said Linda South, executive
director of the organization. She added, “I
think a lot more people have come to
understand the value of the rich re-
sources that are available in the Brevard
Job Link centers, not only from a job–
seeker’s standpoint but also from the
employer’s standpoint.”

These information–packed centers
offer a variety of services to job seekers,
businesses and the unemployed. For
instance, there are job referrals, Internet

Brevard Job Link key
resource connecting
firms and job seekers

access to America’s Job Bank and other
employment Web sites, videos, career
guidebooks and an in–depth collection of
periodicals, including “The Wall Street
Journal.”

The centers also have computers
equipped with word–processing software,
fax machines, copiers, laser printers, and
telephones with long–distance access. A
videoconference system is available,
which may be used for conducting
interviews.

Employers, said South, can provide
the Job Link with its openings free of
charge either online, by fax or phone,
visit one of the centers “or they can ask
for a representative to come and see
them at their place of business. We
would like to see every single job order in
Brevard County to be in the Job Link
system, so that we can rapidly match
skill sets. And if we don’t have the match
we’ll use the information to create
education and training opportunities that
are responsive to the need.”

Brevard Job Link is funded through
the Brevard Development Workforce
Board Inc. in Rockledge. It also has been
successful in winning competitive grants

What the Social Security plan would mean to you
By Mary Deibel
Scripps Howard Service

Here’s what to expect if Social
Security is changed so that younger
workers can invest some of their payroll
tax money in private accounts, as
President Bush’s Social Security Com-
mission proposed a few weeks ago.

Current retirees and those nearing
retirement — anyone 55 or older today
— would get Society Security benefits as
promised under the present system.

Workers younger than 55 could put
money into a private account. GOP panel
member and former Congressman Bill
Frenzel calls the Bush Commission’s
three–account alternatives the Free
Lunch, the Blue–Plate Special and the
Subsidized Lunch.

Nothing will happen immediately
since President Bush isn’t expected to
make any recommendations to Congress
until 2003, after the 2002 congressional
elections.

Basic Social Security checks would be
smaller than called for in current law.
Depending on market performance, total
benefits from Social Security plus your
personal account could be higher or
lower.

The commission plans call for extra
tax money of up to $71 billion a year and
require other changes that could raise
income or payroll taxes or raise the
retirement age for future retirees.

Social Security currently collects
enough payroll tax to pay 100 percent of
benefits through 2038 and 73 percent of
benefits thereafter if the system isn’t
changed.

The 16–member panel unanimously
approved these options three weeks ago
to carry out Bush’s campaign pledge to
let younger workers divert some of the
6.2 percent payroll tax they owe on
wages to individual accounts that own
stocks and bonds.

Workers who opted to take part would
choose from the five low–risk funds, one
each for government bonds, corporate
bonds and a stocks–and–bonds mix, plus
two stock–index funds that track the
broader market. Workers could change
their choice once a year and couldn’t
borrow or withdraw money.

l PLAN 1. “Free Lunch” — lets
workers put 2 percentage points of their
6.2 percent payroll tax into a personal
account. Nothing else changes, and

The four full–service one–stop career centers of Brevard Job Link are seeing increased traffic. Linda South,
executive director, said her organization is a rich resource for both the job seeker as well as the employer.
Michael Anderson is associate director. They are at the Melbourne site in Perimeter Center.
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FirstWave Financial Inc.
Continued from page 1

“We’re proud of Jamie and his Satellite Beach

Seahawks,” said WealthCoach Laura Chiesman, president

and owner of FirstWave Financial, an independent firm

that is more than 25 years old.

“Being part of the Satellite Beach community and

Brevard in general is important to everybody on the

FirstWave Financial team.”

She said FirstWave Financial spends time and

resources supporting different causes and charitable

organizations, including the Brevard Schools Foundation,

United Way of Brevard, Genesis House, and Coastal

Conservation Association. “We see it as part of our role as

business and professional leaders. We are committed to

helping improve and strengthen our community.”

The Seahawks played 17 games last year, losing only

two. “We started practicing Aug. 1, and our last game was

Dec. 16 in Camping World Stadium in Orlando,” he said.

Seventy–two games took place throughout the six–day

event in December at Camping World Stadium, including

the Division I Junior Varsity National Championship

game, which was featured live on the ESPN family of

networks on “Championship Saturday.” Thousands of fans

attended the games.

“We had a huge fan base turn out for our games at

Camping World Stadium,” said Ostrander, a graduate of

Melbourne Central Catholic High School. “Families that

didn’t even have kids on the team were there cheering for

us.”

“Satellite Beach is a small tight–knit community. Last

year Satellite High School’s football team had its best

season ever in the total number of games it won and their

performance in the state playoffs. Some small businesses

in Satellite Beach closed early on game day in order to

follow the team,” added Ostrander.

Last season, the Scorpions won a school–record 10

games and earned their first Florida High School Athletic

Association regional playoff win since 1987. In fact,

Satellite High won a school–record two playoff games,

reaching the 2021 regional final at the Class 5A level.

Satellite High will open the 2022 season under new

head coach Brian Helton, former Merritt Island High

defensive coordinator and Satellite High assistant years

ago.

Pop Warner Little Scholars, the nation’s oldest youth

football organization, and Citrus Bowl recently announced

that Orlando will continue to play host to the Pop Warner

Super Bowl and Cheer & Dance National Championships,

which combine to draw 10,000 Pop Warner student

athletes and their families from around the nation and

internationally each December.

Under the new long–term agreement, the 60,000–seat

Camping World Stadium, which has hosted the NFL Pro

Bowl and major college football games, will be the feature

field during the Pop Warner Super Bowl.

“That’s a great venue and showcase for the Pop Warner

Super Bowl,” said Ostrander, whose son Paul played on

last year’s Seahawks’ team. “In the first round of the

national playoff, we faced off against a team from Truckee,

California. We beat them at Camping World Stadium and

then played a team from Wilmington, North Carolina.

They were really talented. That was a buzzer–beater at the

end. Noah Flores was our quarterback. He was phenom-

enal.”

Flores ran for a 3–yard, game–winning touchdown

against the Wilmington Eagles. Overall, he scored two

touchdowns in the 14–13 win to advance the team to the

Super Bowl.

Squaring off in the Division II 12U (ages 10, 11 and 12)

Championship Game was the Seahawks and the

Downingtown Young Whippets. The Whippets claimed

their first Pop Warner Super Bowl title with a 25–20 win

over the Seahawks. Downingtown is a suburb of Philadel-

phia.

“They had some 12–year–old kids on the team that

were six–foot–three and weighed 270 pounds. That was a

really tough game for us,” said Ostrander.

Matt Ryan, who was the Atlanta Falcons’ quarterback

for years and is now with the Indianapolis Colts, started

playing football at the age of 8 for the Downingtown Young

Whippets in the Pop Warner competition.

Glenn “Pop” Warner (1871–1954) was an innovative

football coach with an impressive career record. Although

educated as a lawyer, Warner never practiced law. Instead,

he led football teams at the University of Georgia, Cornell

University, the University of Pittsburgh, and Stanford

University. He combined a career record of 313–106–2,

placing him in the company of other coaching greats.

Warner always stressed the importance of academics with

his players.

“The mission of Pop Warner Little Scholars is to enable

young people to benefit from participation in team sports

and activities in a structured environment,” said

Ostrander. “Pop Warner programs teach fundamental

values, skills, and knowledge that young people will use

throughout their lives, and it awards college scholarships

to students.”

Each year, Pop Warner Little Scholars awards scholar-

ships for higher education to the most deserving students

in the organization’s upper grade levels.

Ostrander started coaching youth football when he was

a sophomore in college. After graduating from Melbourne

Central Catholic High School, where he was a member of

the football team, Ostrander attended private Taylor

University in Upland, Indiana.

Ostrander was a defensive end on Taylor University’s

team and is a graduate of that school. Founded in 1846, it

is one of the oldest evangelical Christian universities in the

nation.

He was there from 1997 to 2001. The school is a

member of the National Association of Intercollegiate

Athletics, which is for small colleges and universities. But

Taylor University played a lot of Division II schools when

he was on the team. Division II is the NCAA’s intermedi-

ate level.

His junior year, Taylor University advanced to the

second round of the NAIA national tournament. The school

also played in the national tournament his sophomore

year.

“I suffered an injury my sophomore year and didn’t play

that season. So, I had the opportunity to be the defensive

coordinator for the junior high team at Eastbrook High

School in that area,” he said.

“I actually received a stipend for coaching the seventh–

graders at that school. It was exciting. We went 7–0. I

loved coaching. It was a great experience. I knew I wanted

to do that again on the community level. When my sons

became old enough to compete in youth football, I got

involved locally,” added Ostrander.

He met his then–future wife Candace at Taylor

University. “She was a cross country competitor at Taylor.

As athletes, we were both on campus early before school

started every day. Back then, the football team had three

practices per day during pre–camp.”

The Ostranders have a long history of competing in

athletics. “My father played at Melbourne High School the

year they won the state football championship (1966). He

went to the University of Florida on a track and football

scholarship. Our son Noah is on the varsity team at

Satellite High and we have a third son, Hank, who is 7 and

is gearing up to play youth football.”

The Melbourne High School principal was

B. Frank Brown, who had become nationally known for the

academic programs he instituted at the school. Dr. Brown

wanted to do the same for athletics and hired Robert Byrd

Wigham, who had won a state championship at 1A

Wildwood High School in 1964.

Wigham took his Melbourne High team to the 1965

state title game against Miami High in the Orange Bowl

and lost. But the Bulldogs redeemed themselves the

following season with the state title victory. The 2A

championship game was between the Melbourne Bulldogs,

ranked No. 1 in the state in 1966, and the Fort Lauderdale

Flying L’s, ranked No. 3 that year.

Wigham was an Auburn University graduate, where he

was in Naval ROTC and served on active duty with the

U.S. Marine Corps.

And the Ostranders have three daughters (Amelia,

Hazel, and Ashlyn). “Amelia, the oldest, enjoys softball and

volleyball,” said her father. “The other two at this point are

interested in dance. With six kids, I am coaching all the

time, on the field and at home.”

He’s also coaching at FirstWave Financial with fellow

WealthCoaches Chiesman and Robert DeVries, all

working together with clients to help set priorities, create

goals and formulate concrete plans to help them gain

confidence in their financial future.

FirstWave Financial is a wealth management, estate

planning, and asset protection firm that works with

individuals, businesses, and organizations.

“One of the things I really appreciate about being part

of the FirstWave Financial WealthCoach team is the laser

focus on the client,” said Ostrander.

“The clients tell us why they are investing and what

they are trying to achieve through their investments. We

cover everything thoroughly with them.”

He added, “Retirement planning is not guesswork. It

must be grounded in sound principles and there must be

engagement. We work much like athletic coaches with

clients who have diverse backgrounds. The athletes not

only come from different backgrounds, but they also have

different levels of playing experience.”

Chiesman and her team have helped “coach” many

clients through the years, advising them to stay calm

despite the highs and lows of the stock market. The first

half of this year is an example of extreme market volatility.

“We have prepared and made plans for times like we

are currently experiencing in the market,” she said. “We

set the sail together, adjust as needed, and stay the course.

Right now, people need a guide or a coach to save them

from potential financial mistakes and often emotionally

driven reactions that could set them back in the long run

as they strive to reach their goals.”

She added, “Our mission at FirstWave Financial is to

always be of value to our clients. And the way we do that is

by focusing on what is important to them and developing

their personal financial plan tailored to accomplish their

goals.

“We work with great business–service providers in the

community as well — attorneys, certified public accoun-

tants, insurance professionals and others. We are always

ready to help people make connections with the right

resources. FirstWave Financial has been here a long time,

and we are going to be here many years into the future.”

Ostrander said he is ready to begin another journey

with the Seahawks’ 12U team as it hopes to make a repeat

trip to Camping World Stadium in December to play in the

Super Bowl.

“There is increasing interest in our Pop Warner football

programs, with many early signups,” said Ostrander. “So

it’s really positive for the community. We are ready for the

new Pop Warner season to begin. We have high hopes for

the 2022 team.”


